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FISHERIES — TROPICAL ROCK OYSTER 
Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Fisheries) [9.11 am]: In September last year, the Department of 
Primary Industries and Regional Development received $570 000 as part of a Cooperative Research Centre for 
Developing Northern Australia three-year project to develop the tropical rock oyster industry in Western Australia 
and the Northern Territory. The department has made significant cash and in-kind contributions to the project 
totalling $740 000 over three years. The research aims to develop standard guidelines for the shellfish industry and 
potential investors on the most suitable tropical rock oyster species to grow in northern Australia, and the best 
techniques to farm them. 

I am delighted to inform the chamber that Western Australia has reached its first research milestone by breeding 
a new species of tropical rock oyster from the Kimberley. The black-lip rock oyster juveniles will continue to be 
grown in the hatchery until they are relocated to one of the northern research trial sites in September. The oyster 
is a fast grower and expected to perform well in northern tropical conditions, making it a good economic option for 
farmers to consider and potentially attracting investment to expand the industry. The breakthrough demonstrates 
the feasibility of tropical rock oyster seed production in Western Australia. The production of tropical oyster seed 
will create investment opportunities and jobs for regional Western Australia. For every 1 000 tonnes of oysters 
produced, an estimated 250 jobs will be created in regional Western Australia. The tropical rock oyster production 
will complement and provide diversification opportunities for the pearling sector. 

Through government investment in innovation, world-class aquaculture and hatchery techniques, Western Australia 
is becoming a leader in aquaculture research in Australia. 
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